
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Ahmed Abdelaty       

Department: Construction      Phone Number: (618) 650-5772 

E-mail Address: ahahmed@siue.edu                               Campus Box: 1803 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position. In addition, the faculty member may be willing to mentor an additional, 

unfunded student. 

 

How many unfunded students is this professor taking in addition to his/her one funded student?   

This professor will be taking 1 additional, unfunded student 
(Students, if the faculty member will have both funded and unfunded students, he or she is free to select which student receives 

the funding. Funding cannot be split up between multiple students; only one student will receive it.) 

 

Which of the following apply to this position?  

 [   ] This position is only open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

 [X] This project deals with social justice issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues.  

 [X] This project deals with human health and wellness issues.  

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  
9. (Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit?    No. 

 

Location of research/creative activities:  

Engineering Building 

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  
  - The construction industry is perceived to be a masculine and aggressive field which hinder the effective 

participation of women. According to the 2017 labor force statistics, women represent 9.1% of the total employed 

persons (Bureau of Labor Statistics 2017). Many studies focused on the barriers and challenges that face women in 

the construction industry. As a result, the research community and the construction industry have a better 

understating of the current challenges and barriers such as high level of time pressure, excessive workload, long 

workhours, inadequate communication between work colleagues and superiors, and differential treatment because of 

gender (Sunindijo and Kamardeen 2017). However, few research studies focused on the root causes of women’s 

limited participation in construction. Thus, there is a need to investigate how women considering a career in the 

construction industry perceive the identified challenges and barriers. This study will use a bottom up approach that 

aim at identifying the main reasons behind the lack of participation of young women in earning a construction 

related degree. The outcomes of this study should provide educational institutes with insights regarding the poor 

participation of women in receiving construction related education. This should ultimately lead to better recruitment 

strategies and increasing the number of women in the industry. 

 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 

   - Literature review of the current barriers and challenges that face women in the construction industry.  

   - Designing electronic questionnaire surveys using Qualtrics.  

   - Analyze the results of the survey. 

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 

   - Review and analyze literature  

   - Designing effective survey questions  

   - Statistical analysis of survey results  

   - Writing and presentation skills through the successful submission of a conference paper 

 


